LUXURY WOOD NYC
LUXURY WOOD FLOOR BUYER'S GUIDE

TIMELESS PIECES
Classic picked collections for your perfect wood floor

HOW TO CHOOSE
THE PERFECT
FLOOR
Read this how-to guide on choosing the
right flooring for you before you fill out
our wood selection form! If you have
any additional questions be sure to
email or call us and we will get back to
you as soon as possible.

SOLID VS. ENGINEERED
SOLID
Solid wood flooring, as the name implies, means that each flooring board is made from one
solid piece of wood. It is often assumed that solid wood flooring is not as stable as engineered
wood flooring, but depending on the manufacturer, that is not always the case. We
recommend researching the quality standards that are being applied to your solid wood floor
before making a final decision about its stability.

ENGINEERED
Engineered wood flooring means that each flooring board is made up of multiple component
layers, to achieve the desired thickness and wear. Engineered flooring is often perceived as
more stable than solid wood, but it can depend on the manufacturer, construction, quality
characteristics and where the flooring is going to be installed. When installing flooring in
drier climates, engineered flooring may be less stable.
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CHOOSING THE SPECIES
The most obvious difference between these
species is in the color of the wood. Red oak has
a pinkish tint, while white oak tends to be a bit
warmer, with golden-brown tones. It is not, as
might be interpreted by name alone, “white.”
In fact white oak tends to be slightly darker in
color than red oak.
Red oak tends to have a more distinctive grain
than white oak, which is smoother. As
a result red oak can be seen as having more
character and is perceived as more traditional,
while white oak has a more modern and
contemporary look.
White oak flooring is harder than red oak,
rating 1360 on the Janka hardness scale while
red oak is just 1290. White oak has been used
for centuries in the building of boats, wagon
wheels, and wine barrels because of its
structural integrity and imperviousness to
water.

While red oak is not as hard, it does not tend
to show dents and scratches as badly as white
oak because of its more “wild” grain patterns.
Still, it is best for indoor applications; outdoor
applications will be better served by white
oak, which is harder, denser, and less porous.
Walnut comes in a richer, deeper shade of
brown that is great for a classic look. A walnut
floor tends to have more variation from plank
to plank, so if you are looking for a natural,
unusual floor then walnut is a great choice. If
you are looking for a unique wooden floor that
has a stunning high-end look, then walnut is
perfect. Due to walnut’s darker color, it may
be a bit too much for a small space, however,
in large rooms, it has a stunning, rich appeal.
Walnut has a Janka score of around 1000.
Walnut floors usually are softer than oak, as
they have a wider grain. However, there are
variations in different types of oak and walnut,
so it is worth looking at the hardness of the
specific variety you are considering.

PRE-FINISHED VS UN-FINISHED
There are some great advantages to having your
floors prefinished!
Don’t worry about what the floor will look like
after the finishing process, you already know
when the flooring arrives.
You don’t have the shut down your job site to
finish your floors.
No sanding required on site, saving time
and money
If you are considering a Prefinished floor please keep
in mind that not all Prefinished flooring is created
equal. In fact, a majority of prefinished floors are mass
produced and finished with Aluminum Oxide. One of
the biggest misconceptions is that Aluminum Oxide is
the hardest finish, and therefore it must be the best,
as many of these floors have a 25-50 year warranty.
Unfortunately, those warranties don’t really protect
against the floor getting scratches and scuff marks,
which will cause it to become very unattractive over
time. What you also don’t hear is that very few of
these floors can be touched up over the
years. So when you are tired of your floors looking
unattractive you either deal with the diminished
appearance or suffer the high cost of replacement.

Unfinished flooring is a common trend in the flooring
market.There is one big reason people go this route –
they are trying to create a specific look they don’t
think a pre-finished floor can match. At Huggins
Wood Floor Specialist we can create a custom color
tailored to your preferences. Things to keep in mind
when choosing an un-finished floor:
You do not want anyone else, but your finisher
working in your home during this time.
You need to keep the floor as clean as possible.
Have all your heating, air conditioning or other
central air systems installed and operating before,
during and after to support the most natural
drying process.
Your finisher will apply 1-2 coats of stain
depending on the look you want to create, then 35 coats of finish/sealer, depending on the finish
you have chosen.
Generally speaking you can do 1 coat a day but it
depends on the size of your project and the
application method being used.

CHOOSING
THE CUT
Rift and Quartered Sawn
A combination of rift and quartered sawn
cuts, developing from a production run.
This is the cheapest and most common
option available.
Plain Sawn
Plain sawn, also commonly called flat
sawn, is the most common lumber you will
find. This is the most inexpensive way to
manufacture logs into lumber. Plain sawn
lumber is the most common type of cut.
The annular rings are generally 30 degrees
or less to the face of the board; this is
often referred to as tangential grain. The
resulting wood displays a cathedral
pattern on the face of the board.
Quartered Sawn
Quarter sawn wood has an amazing
straight grain pattern that lends itself to
design. Quarter sawn lumber is defined as
wood where the annular growth rings
intersect the face of the board at a 60
to 90 degree angle. When cutting this
lumber at the sawmill, each log is sawed at
a radial angle into four quarters, hence the
name. Dramatic flecking is also present in
red oak and white oak.
Rift Sawn
Rift sawn wood can be manufactured
either as a compliment to quarter sawn
lumber or logs can be cut specifically as rift
sawn. In rift sawn lumber the annual rings
are typically between 30-60 degrees, with
45 degrees being optimum. Manufactured
by milling perpendicular to the log’s
growth rings producing a linear grain
pattern with no flecking. This method
produces the most waste, increasing the
cost of this lumber. Rift sawn lumber is
very dimensionally stable and has a unique
linear appearance.

WEAR LAYER
The wear layer of your floor refers to the
material above the tongue and groove — the
part that you walk on. When considering solid
wood floors or engineered wood flooring, you
ideally want a 3/16″ thick wear layer.
However, most engineered floors are made
with a very thin layer, equivalent to only 3
sheets of paper! This means that the wear
layer of your floor will wear very quickly, it
cannot be refinished or sanded, and your floor
will need to be replaced more frequently. If
you choose a wood floor with a thicker wear
layer, you will ensure that your floor lasts
longer, can be refinished (if necessary) and will
present a lower cost of ownership over the life
of your floor!
An important note about thickness and
wear layer: the thickness of your

backing and wear layer have a direct
correlation to the cost of the product — the
thinner the wear layer is, the less expensive
the floor will be. While this might present a
very economical solution, these thinner
engineered floors don’t last long!
While it might cost more up-front to invest
in higher quality solid wood floors or
engineered hardwood with a thicker wear
layer, you will be buying a floor that lasts
longer and will cost less to maintain over time.

DIMENSIONS
Most people researching solid
wood flooring and engineered
wood flooring might not realize
that the dimensions between the
two options can be quite different.
You may not be able to get the
same widths and lengths with
engineered wood as you can with
solid wood. This depends on the
manufacturer you are working
with.
For example, about 90% of the
floors available today as an
engineered product are only
available in sizes up to 6′ long with
an average board length of about
2′. Likewise each board tends to be
no wider than 4-5″. Using short,
narrow flooring boards, such as in
this Hickory flooring example
(above right), will result in a floor
with many more seams and joints.
This will make your room, and your
overall space, look very busy.
Some manufacturers offer
engineered wood flooring in the
same widths and lengths as solid
wood flooring options. This will
dramatically improve the overall
look of your floor, as in this
example of a wide plank Hickory
hardwood floor installed in a home
in Florida. It features engineered
wood flooring crafted in 8″ wide
boards, up to 12′ long and installed
directly to a concrete slab.

THICKNESS
Solid wood flooring comes in a variety of thicknesses: typically 1/2″, 5/8″ and 3/4″. There is very little
difference in cost between 1/2″ thick and 3/4″ thick, because you start with the same raw material when
you the make the flooring. So making a floor 1/2″ thick actually produces more waste than making a floor
that is 3/4″ thick.
Engineered flooring also comes in a variety of thicknesses. There are two components of “thickness” when
considering engineered flooring — that of the “backing,” which provides the structure for the flooring, and
the “wear layer” which is the surface you walk on after it is installed. The backing of an engineered floor is
comprised of multiple thin layers of wood which can include quality plywood, OSB, or other hardwood or
softwood configurations.
When looking at engineered flooring options, the backing should be thicker than the wear layer to create
the most stable engineered wood flooring plank. If you are considering a floor where the backing and wear
layer are of a similar thickness, you can run into problems with stability in areas where there may be
excess moisture or seasonal changes in moisture and humidity.
In addition, you ideally want an engineered floor with a plywood backing made of 11 plies from Baltic
Birch — the best in the industry and known for its resilience and improved stability in damp environments.
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INSTALLATION
In order to properly specify the installation method needed for your project, you must consult with a
wood flooring expert to determine the right procedure for the floor you selected. Installation methods will
vary depending on the width, thickness, and construction of the hardwood product, and where it's being
installed. Generally, solid hardwood flooring is nailed or stapled to a plywood subfloor. Engineered
hardwood can be mechanically fastened, glued, or installed as a “floating floor”, depending on the product
selected. It is important to note that solid hardwood should not be installed below grade.
Hardwood floors are an investment, so it is important to do it right. A hardwood flooring installation takes
time, precision, and knowledge. It is important to hire an installer with experience that can make sure
your project is done right the first time.

ACCLIMATION
In order to acclimate your hardwood flooring, move the packaged boards into the room where they will
be installed and let them sit for several days, with the cartons open and raised off the ground. It is also
important to keep the home's relative humidity level at between 35 and 55 percent or a relative humidity
level that the wood manufacturer recommends. This will help minimize any movement within the wood
flooring months or weeks later.

MOISTURE TESTING
Determining moisture content is an essential part of quality control within the flooring installation
process. Flooring Installers must know the moisture content of the wood flooring, as well as the
subfloor.Hand-held electrical tools, called moisture meters, They can be used to determine if floor boards
are dry enough for an installation to proceed, they can check subfloors and concrete for high moisture
levels, they can determine when a second coat of finish can be applied and they can assess water damage
Moisture testing will be performed on the subfloor as well as the wood flooring material prior to
installation .

PREPARATION AND INSTALLATION METHODS
If you are installing over an existing floor, make sure doors are still able to open and close and appliances
are flush with countertops. It is important to cover any surface with plastic sheets and remove all
breakables, valuables, furniture and wall furnishings before installation or sanding. This is done to protect
your space and make the installation process easier for the installer.
Most hardwood flooring can be installed over existing ceramic tile, marble, or terrazzo with proper
underlayment or adhesives. For nail-down applications, flooring can be installed over existing sheet vinyl
or vinyl tile if fastener penetration is not significantly diminished and the subfloor meets minimum
requirements. If you’re installing over existing wood floors, the installer will need to make sure they don’t
sand any surfaces that contain asbestos or are coated in lead-based finish or paint. If this is not an issue,
they can remove the old finish and or high spots then prepare the flooring by making any repairs or
replacements of loose boards then thoroughly cleaning the floor. Next, they'll measure your room—
adding 10-20 percent to the finished square footage for cutting allowance. Remove any millwork or trim
that you’ll reuse, and remove flooring if necessary. If they're nailing the floor, they'll mark the wall to show
the position of the floor joists.

INLAYS AND CUSTOM DESIGN
Huggins Wood Floor Specialist is able to customize any design to fit your needs, this includes:
Metallic Inlays
Hand Painting
Floor Medallions
Custom Parquet
If you are interested in a custom design, contact Huggins Wood Floor Specialist for a free virtual
consultation for us to go over your options!

MEDALLIONS

METALLIC INLAYS

CUSTOM PARQUET

HAND PAINTING

CHOOSING THE TYPE OF FINISH
There are many wood finishes to choose from, from penetrating oil to oil-like hybrids to site-finish polyurethanes to prefinished UV-cured urethane finishes. Overall, most finishes fall into one of two categories: oil or polyurethane.
Oil based finishes aren't as impenetrable to stains and damage as polyurethane, it creates a hard topcoat on the surface of the
wood. The topcoat can allow for more wear and tear, especially for people with children and pets. Oil finishes scratch more
easily, but the finish hides scratches more easily.
With a polyurethane finish, you typically need to replace a board or buff and re-coat an entire section of floor. Maintenance is a
soft oil finish, you have easier maintenance program, but you have to maintain it more frequently. The harder you go with
polyurethanes, the less often you have to do maintenance, but the more rigorous the maintenance is to do.

0-VOC OPTIONS
What are VOCs and why are they important?
According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are the gases emitted from certain
solids or liquids – some of which may have short- and long-term adverse health effects. VOCs can pose a wide range of health
risks. Depending on the level of exposure and length of time exposed, one may experience adverse symptoms such as eye, nose,
and throat irritation as well as dizziness and headaches. Long or repeated exposure to VOCs can cause damage to the liver,
kidneys, and central nervous system. To learn more about the health risks associated with VOCs, click here. There are a few
exciting products on the market today that contain Zero VOCs are suitable for your wood floor.
Rubio Monocoat
Monocoat all-natural oil wood floor finishes are plant-based, VOC-free and completely non-toxic oil finishes of extraordinary
durability. Available in clear finish and more than 30 color finishes, all apply evenly in a single coating. All Monocoat finishes are
easily maintained, and provide a subtle luster that reveals and complements, rather than covers, the natural grain and patina of
the wood. Monocoat adheres with the first microns of wood by molecular bonding. As a result, Monocoat Natural Oil can cover
an average 400 sq. ft. of floor per liter. And because of molecular bonding, no surface film can form, and no variable saturation
can occur. Not only is a second coat not required, the finished wood will not accept a second coat. The same action protects
against overlaps and color variance and causes the process to complete in one coat. Monocoat Natural Oil finish bonding
technology allows local touch up of damaged areas or scratches, because only the free wood fibers will take the touchup
coating.

Woca Demark Master Oil
WOCA Oil Finish is the leading plant-based, environmentally responsible, sustainable, nonpolluting, durable wood finish, with
no artificial color pigments or preservatives.Oil finishes currently used in the U.S. are primarily tung oil based or similar. These
oils, while they do penetrate and dry, do not harden and will not provide the best protection against wear and stains.The
European style oil finish provided by Wood care of Denmark (WOCA) will both penetrate and harden to achieve a very wear
resistant finish, which is easily applied and maintained. This type of oil finish has been manufactured in Europe for over 30
years. WOCA oils, containing primarily cold pressed vegetable oils and aromatic hardening oils, penetrate into the surface of
the wood floor and, as they cure, harden to form a very protective surface that becomes part of the wood floor. This means that
normal wear and tear, such as small scratches and indentations, do not show up as much as on a floor with a urethane finish.
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Vermeister Zero VOC
ZERO VOC is a completely solvent-free water based aliphatic polyurethane finish. ZERO VOC can be used as a single
component product or as two-component product after adding ZERO VOC BOOST. Produced with partially renewable raw
materials. ZERO VOC is ideal for use in the green building sector and when applied directly to the wood it does not alter the
shade and gives it a very natural effect. Available in matte finish or satin finish.

Hello!
Please fill out the below fields with your request, and we'll make sure you have a quote as soon as possible. Read this how-to guide on choosing the right flooring for you before you fill out
our wood selection form! If you have any additional questions be sure to email or call us and we will get back to you as soon as possible.
species
cut
structure - solid or engineered?
grade - clear, select, character, etc.
width
thickness
unfinished or pre-finished?
quantity desired
lead time
Product Options
Choose One Species
White Oak and Red Oak, Walnut
Please Write Your Selection:________________
Choose One Cut
Plain Sawn, Rift and Quartered Sawn, Rift Only, Quartered Only
Please Write Your Selection:________________

Please Select From the Following
{ } Solid Hardwood Flooring 3/4"
from 2-1/4" - 12" wide, 1-8' standard lengths, or custom lengths from 2'-10' to 6'-12'.
Please Write Your Width: ___________________
Please Write Your Length: ___________________
{ } Engineered Hardwood Flooring 3/4" or 5/8"
from 2-1/4" - 12" wide, 1-8' standard lengths, or custom lengths from 2'-10' to 6'-12'.
* Engineered products are based on Baltic Birch Plywood, with a standard 4mm wear layer, 5mm or 6mm per custom request.
Please Write Your Width: ___________________
Please Write Your Length: ___________________
{ } Herringbone - various sizes made from Solid or Engineered products.
Bold Number is Width and Italicized is Length
Select a Width and Length
Please note these are standard sizes, custom sizing is also available
2"-1/4" x 9", 11-1/4", 13-1/2", 15-3/4", 18", 24"
3" x 9", 12", 15", 18", 21", 24"
4" x 20", 24", 28", 32", 36"
5" x 20", 25", 30" 6" x 24", 27", 30", 36"
Please Write Your Width: ___________________
Please Write Your Length: ___________________
{ } Chevron - various sizes made from Solid or Engineered products.
Bold Number is Width and Italicized is Length
Select a Width and Length
Please note these are standard sizes, custom is also available
2"-1/4" x 11-1/4", 13-1/2", 15-3/4", 18", 24"
3" x 12", 15", 18", 21", 24"
4" x 12", 16", 20", 24", 30"
5" x 15", 20", 25", 30"
Please Write Your Width: ___________________
Please Write Your Length: ___________________
Fill Out All Fields
Unfinished or Pre-finished
Please Write Your Selection: ___________________
Grade
Select, Character, Clear, etc.
Please Write Your Selection: __________________
Quantity
Please Write Your Selection (Square Footage): __________________
Desired Lead Time
Please Write Your Selection: __________________
Custom Parquet & Borders are available in hundreds of existing patterns, as well as new ideas. Parquet de Versailles, Bordeaux, Marie Antoinette, Chantilly, Basket
Weave, etc.
Please Write Your Selection: ___________________
All available Unfinished and Prefinished, from our standard color collection, or via custom color matching. Our unique Prefinished collection is based on Rift & Quarter Sawn material, also
available in Plain Sawn, and offers a unique variety of popular and new market colors (options include single tone, two-tone, three-tone, wire brush, etc.).

